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999 EMS RESEARCH FORUM

to encourage, promote and disseminate research and

evidence based policy and practice in 999 healthcare

Promoting research and development in prehospital care:

Developing research strategy and building capacity 

Project Abstract
Background

Taking Healthcare to the Patient: Transforming NHS Ambulance Services recommends that the Department of Health should commission a programme of work for the next three to five years to: 

‘Build the evidence base, facilitate professional consensus, develop a set of clinical outcome indicators to provide external accountability and inform internal quality improvement frameworks.  Where possible, these should be whole system indicators.  Development should be undertaken in phases according to priority and availability of evidence and data.’

The 999 EMS Research Forum is a partnership of academics, clinicians and prehospital care practitioners and managers, formed in 1999, whose aim is to encourage, promote and disseminate research and evidence based policy and practice in 999 healthcare. A Board of Advisors has been formed, with members from across the UK, and from a range of specialities that contribute to this field of research.  The Forum has been actively promoting research through running a research stream at the annual prehospital care conference ‘Ambex’, and through training and the holding of other educational meetings.

The Forum, sponsored by the Department of Health, is undertaking a project to promote research in prehospital care through supporting the development of strategy and building capacity.  

Overall aim of project:  to support the development of prehospital care research in order to build the evidence base to inform policy and practice in emergency and unscheduled care provision by the ambulance service.

Specific objectives are to; 

1. prioritise topics for research in prehospital care

· identify and review reviews

· identify the limitations and strengths of existing pre-hospital care evidence (e.g. source availability, international/UK focused)

· identify ongoing research and planned delivery of results

· match existing research evidence with current policy developments to identify gaps

· identify priority areas for further research, with associated timescales and type of research required

· consult through conference about priorities identified

2. build links with the new R&D structures in the English ambulance service, to advise and support Trusts in the development of their R&D strategies and activities

· develop strategic framework for use with ambulance services to inform and support the development of R&D strategy in each service

· use strategic framework with Trusts to assist them in the development of their R&D strategies and capacity  

3. work with a host Trust to run a research focused conference with a programme that includes open submission, peer reviewed presentations and a showcase for local work as well as other capacity building sessions, to be agreed locally
For more information please see the contact details below.









Contact: Bridget Wells, School of Medicine, Swansea University, Singleton Park, Swansea, SA2 8PP

T: 01792 513409      F: 01792 513423      E: b.wells@swansea.ac.uk                                                                                                 


